CHAPTER XIX

MEDIEVAL DOCTRINE TO THE LATERAN
COUNCIL OF 1215.

THE body of constitutions published by Innocent III at the Fourth
Lateran Council in November 1215 marks the completion of that achieve-
ment which, by slow degrees and through many vicissitudes, subordinated
the Western Church to the spiritual authority of the Roman pontiff.
The confession of faith with which it opens has thus a peculiar importance
as a clear exposition, through the voice of the greatest of the Popes, of
the mind of the Church upon fundamental doctrines which had assumed
this irreducible form through centuries of controversy. While it summed
up concisely the standpoint which had been reached at a moment when
the papal monarchy was able to proclaim itself without contest the
supreme interpreter of ecclesiastical law and dogma, it also fixed the
foundation upon which subsequent declarations and definitions of articles
of faith were to be based. In framing the statement, Innocent had the
refutation of special heresies in view, with the result that its emphasis is
confined to certain prominent aspects of the creeds and sacraments; but
its implications involve the whole body of medieval doctrine. Its text
therefore is a necessary starting-point for a survey of the development of
those theories which were crystallised into dogmatic expression as the
orthodox faith of Western Christendom.

We firmly believe and simply confess, that there is one only true God, eternal,
without measure and unchangeable, incomprehensible, omnipotent and ineffable, the
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit: three persons indeed, but one simple essence,
substance or nature altogether; the Father of none, the Son of the Father alone, and
the Holy Spirit of both alike, without beginning, always and without end; the Father
begetting, the Son being born, and the Holy Spirit proceeding; consubstantial, and
co-equal, and co-omnipotent, and co-eternal; one principle of all things; the creator
of all things visible and invisible, spiritual and corporal; who by His omnipotent
virtue at once from the beginning of time established out of nothing both forms of
creation, spiritual and corporal, that is the angelic and the mundane, and afterwards
the human creature, composed as it were of spirit and body in common. For the devil
and other demons were created by God; but they became evil "by their own doing. But
man sinned by the suggestion of the devil.

This Holy Trinity, undivided as regards common essence, and distinct in respect
of proper qualities of person, at first, according to the perfectly ordered plan of the
ages, gave the teaching of salvation to the human race by means of Moses and the
holy prophets and others His servants.

And at length the only-begotten Son of God, Jesus Christ, incarnate of the whole
Trinity in common, being conceived of Mary ever Virgin by the co-operation of the
Holy Spirit, made very man, compounded of a reasonable soul and human flesh, one
person in two natures, shewed the way of life in all its clearness. He, while as regards
His divinity He is immortal and incapable of suffering, nevertheless, as regards His